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FROM THE CHURCHWARDENS

Carl Rita, Anne and Sue

Dear Friends,

Well, here we are, we are now in a period
of Interregnum or Vacancy and period of
time between having a parish priests. But
what happens next? | hear you ask. It
always seems a bit scary at first but
really, we are just finishing one chapter of
parish life and moving onto the next. Most
of the PCC at St Mary Magdalen, lesser
so at St George’s has been here before,
either here or elsewhere during their
Christian life.

Basically, it's Business as usual. Polly,
Michael, Peter and Lesley have all
undertaken more tasks around the day to
day running of the benefice. And over the
coming weeks and months we will no
doubt be welcoming various priests to
take services.

Rita and Carl at St Mary Magdalen, and
Sue and Ann at St George’s are legally
responsible for the running of the church
and report directly into the Area Dean,
Revd. Mike Smith. So, any questions or
issues please come to us regardless of
how small or large they maybe.

In terms of the process around the
selection of a new priest. The
churchwardens have had the first meeting
with Revd Paul (Assistant Arch-deacon)
and Revd Mike (Area Dean) and along
with the PCC’s creating our Mission
Action Plans and Parish Profile which will
inform any applicants who we are, what
we do, the challenges we face and are
aspirations for the future. From there we
will be able to advertise, start interviewing
and shortlisting. As we move through the

process we'll be asking for your
comments and thoughts at regular
intervals.

I'd like to say it's a quick process but the
Church of England wheels move very
slowly and takes time. It's important to
remember that normally we would have 3

months notice when a priest decided to
move on so we have already been able to
get alot of the groundwork in place.
According to Revd. Mike the average
vacancy in the deanery in 9 months but
we think we should expect it to be slightly
longer.

So, as we deal with the next few months,
please do remember and pray for staff
team, your churchwardens and the PCC
as they deal with this extra responsibility.

If you have any questions at any time
please do ask your Churchwardens.

THE FESTIVAL OF CREATION IN
CHRIST

Lesley Sutcliffe

In July 2026 the General Synod
authorised a new festival, the Festival of
Creation in Christ, to be celebrated on the
first Sunday in September.

The liturgical commission says:

‘This new Festival, assigned to the first
Sunday in September each year, is one of
the fruits of a growing ecumenical
movement across churches worldwide
and offers an opportunity for Christians to
give thanks for God's creation and
redemption of the world, to reflect on
humanity's responsibility to care for the
natural world and to pray for its renewal.
The title ‘Creation in Christ’ emphasizes
that creation is understood through the
person and work of Jesus Christ; created
through him, sustained in him and
destined for renewal in him.’

In the Benefice we are delighted to be
able use the new liturgy produced by the
liturgical commission in our service on 6th
September. This will build on our
celebration of the Season of Creation (the
period between 1st September and 4th
October) in previous years.

We do hope you can join us on Sunday
6th September as we reflect on our place
in creation and our responsibility for the
whole created world.

A

BACKPACK SUNDAY

Lesle Sutcllffe
On Sunday 6th September as we

celebrate the first ever Festival of
Creation in Christ, we will also be marking
the beginning of the academic year.

We invite all children and young people to
mark the start of the new academic year
by bringing their school bags with them to
church on 6th September.

The bags will be blessed and there will be
an opportunity for them to make a label
with a bible verse on it. Then every day
our young people will carry with them a
reminder that God is with them in
everything they do.

Please pray for all children and young
people, their teachers and other school
staff as the new academic year gets
under way.

BENEFICE BIBLE STUDY GROUPS
Peter Mayers

There are two Bible study groups that
meet in the benefice. We are fortunate to
be hosted in the homes of Sue Baker and
Jim and Helen Digby. Each group meets
every two weeks (approximately) in the
evenings. One group meets on
Wednesday evenings the other on
Thursday evenings. If you would like to
join us, please speak to me or one of our
hosts for more details. If there is sufficient
interest, | am also willing to start a day
time group.



MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING BENEFICE RECORDS
Rita Hicks Baptisms in the Benefice

MACMILLAN
CANCER SUPPORT

We will be hosting a Macmillan “Coffee
Morning” on Friday 25" September 2-4
in church at St. Mary Magdalen’s.

Do come and join us to have a piece of
cake, a cup of tea and chat with friends
and at the same time raise funds for this
very worthwhile charity.

We look forward to welcoming you.
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PRAYERS FOR THE WORLDWIDE

CHURCH IN THE ANGLICAN
COMMUNION

Praying for Christians around the
world

06-Sep

The Episcopal / Anglican
Province of Alexandria

The Anglican Church in
Aotearoa, New Zealand and
Polynesia

The Anglican Church of Australia
The Church of Bangladesh
Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do
Brasil

The Anglican Church of Burundi
The Anglican Church of Canada
The Church of the Province of
Central Africa

lglesia Anglicana de la Region
Central de America

WHAT’S ON
Weekly Events

13-Sep

20-Sep
27-Sep
04-Oct

11-Oct
18-Oct
25-Oct

01-Nov

Sun 10am, Holy Communion, St
George’s and St Mary
Magdalen’s

Wed  10am, Holy Communion, St Mary

Magdalen’s, followed by coffee.

Advanced Dates for your Dia

6 Sept  10am, St George’s and St Mary
Magdalen’s Festival of Creation
in Christ & Backpack Sunday

25 Sept 2-4pm Macmillan “Coffee

Morning”. St. Mary Magdalen’s

10am St. George’s and St. Mary

Magdalen Harvest Festival

4 Oct

If there is an event in the Benefice that
you would like to be included in Advanced
Dates, please send full details before the
copy date.

16 Aug
16 Aug
16 Aug
16 Aug
16 Aug
30 Aug

Shiran Sylvester Brown
Shyon Edgar Brown

Tion Wayne Brown

Traavon Brown

Tryon Michael Anthony Brown
Rebecca-Ellen Andrea Lee
Carliene Greenfield

Chloe Rebecca George
Amara mai barna-Fisher

30 Aug
30 Aug

May God bless them as they continue
their journey in Christ.

Couples Preparing for Holy Matrimon

We pray for all those preparing for
their weddings, that God might bless
them and their future lives together

Funerals from the Benefice

We remember all those who have died
and those who mourn their passing.
May they rest in peace and rise in

glory.

PRAYER SPOTLIGHT

Please pray for:

The children and young people in our
churches and our benefice as they return
to school, change school or embark on
the next stage in their lives.

Those who work in our benefice in shops,
businesses or at home. For those in
unpaid work and who volunteer.

COPY DATE FOR NEXT ISSUE

If you would like to contribute to Benefice
News please email Peter Mayers
(peter.d.mayers@ntlworld.com) with an
article of 100-200 words and a suitable
heading by

Sunday 25t October 2026

ADVERTISING POLICY

If you wish to place an advert in the
Benefice News please contact Peter
Mayers on 0118 962 4409
peter.d.mayers@ntlworld.com.

CONTACT US

For Christenings, Weddings, Banns
Contact

The Revd Polly Falconer:

Email tsgsmmbenefice@gmail.com;
Tel: 07949 783297

Articles for Benefice News and
Wed/Thur Evening Bible Study Group
Contact

Peter Mayers
Emailpeter.d.mayers@ntlworld.com

Tel: 0118 962 4409

Contacts for St George’s
Church Wardens:

Sue Baker (07899 721958)
Anne Howell

Treasurer: Shelley Linney FCA
Shelley@placcountancy.com
Hall Bookings: Emma Uzoho

Contacts for St Mary Magdalen’s
Church Wardens:

Rita Hicks (07751 885867)

Carl Feltham (07305 422699)
Treasurer: Dale Sutcliffe

Hall Bookings: Post Vacant

Websites:

St. Mary Magdalen
www.stmarymagdalen-tilehurst.org

St. George
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/337
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